RESEARCH PROCESS

STAGE 1

Identify a topic that you are
interested and start reading
generally about that topic.

Example: Civil Rights
Movement. Start reading in
encyclopedias and general
books and websites to
discover what the major
events and issues were and
who the major players were.

Find a specific question about

that topic that you would like

to find the answer to. This is
your guiding question.

STAGE 2

Example: Why did the Civil
Rights Movement only take
off when it did and not earlier
or later? What were the social
conditions and historical
precedents that made it
possible and how did they do
so?

Figure out the answer to
your question! This
answer will become the
thesis for your research
paper/presentation. You
will need to determine
what among your initial
reading and notes you can
use and what you still need
to know.

Do more research! Augment
your initial notes and focus
your research toward

answering your question.

STAGE 3

Arrange your research into
a coherent argument
supporting your thesis.
You will need to balance
your summary of the
research with your own
analysis and evaluation of
that research to support and
prove your thesis.




